
Dear Eliska,               January 10, 2011 
 
 
My name is Georgia, and I am the granddaughter of someone you once knew from years 
ago, named Adolph (Addy) Kurc (now Courts). I believe you may have known my 
grandmother, Caroline, my aunt Kathleen, my uncle Tim and my mother, Marty, as well. 
 
I’m writing a book about my family history (during WWII specifically), and in my 
research your name has come up, beginning in 1940, when I believe you met my 
grandfather aboard a ship bound for Rio called the Alsina. My mother thought you lived 
in Chapel Hill – with a little bit of digging I was able to track down your address! 
 
I wanted to introduce myself, and to ask if you might be interested in talking with me, 
either over the phone or in person. I would absolutely love to learn more about your 
experience traveling from Europe to Brazil, and of course I’d also love to chat with you 
about my grandfather. I was only 14 when he died in 1993, but from the stories I’ve been 
told by my family, I understand he was quite a character!  
 
I also thought you might be interested to learn that in my research I discovered you, your 
mother and my grandfather mentioned in a book written by Fábio Koifman called 
Quixote nas Trevas. The book is a historical account highlighting the efforts of the 
Brazilian Ambassador, Souza Dantas, responsible for helping countless refugees escape 
Europe during WWII. Your names are listed on page 365, which I’ve photocopied for 
you. I was just in Brazil visiting with family (three of Addy’s siblings emigrated to Brazil 
after the war, two stayed) – my cousin helped me translate some of the book, and the 
footnote refers to the names of the ex-Alsina passengers who were sent to the Ilha das 
Flores upon disembarking.  
 
I live in Seattle, but I’m going to be visiting North Carolina in mid-March – if you have 
any interest, I would love to meet you! My phone number in Seattle is (206) 607-7553. 
You can also reach me by email: gahunter@mac.com, or by mail: 6801 Greenwood Ave 
N, #416, Seattle, WA 98103.  
 
I do hope we have a chance to meet – I’ve heard so many great things about you and your 
mother, and it would be wonderful to put a face to your name.  
 
 
Warmly, 
 
 
 
 
 
Georgia Hunter Farinholt 
 
P.S. I’ve attached a photo of myself, taken on New Year’s Eve on Copacabana, as well as 
one of my grandfather, which I believe was taken on the Alsina. 


